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REMARKS 

The Appeal Brief, which was originally filed on May 15, 2006 and most recently on 
December 10, 2007, has been rejected by the Patent Appeal Center Specialist, who asserts that 
the brief does not present an argument under a separate heading for each ground of rejection on 
appeal, and that the brief does not contain a correct copy of the appealed claims as an appendix 
thereto. The Patent Appeal Center Specialist also explained the argument section must match the 
grounds section insomuch as each grounds corresponds to a heading within the argument section 
(a ground #4 typo), and that the brief does not contain a clean copy of the appealed claims. 

Applicant provides below a clean copy of the claims on appeal, and has corrected the 
brief such that the grounds from Section VI of the Appeal Brief correspond to the headings of the 
arguments made in Section VII of the Appeal Brief. Applicant notes that only the grounds fi*om 
Section VI and the headings of the arguments in Section VII have been included herein, as these 
are the only portions of their respective Sections that have been identified as having some form 
of error. 

Applicant further notes that the Patent Appeal Center Specialist only requires the above 
identified sections of the brief for correction, and that the entire brief need not be re-submitted. 

Applicant greatly appreciates the present review by the Patent Appeal Center Specialist, 
and continues to make every good faith effort to identify and remediate potential infirmities so 
that the Appeal Brief may be reviewed by the Board of Appeals. 



2 



^1268804 vl 
099998-00014 



Conclusion 



Applicant has amended the Appeal Brief in a diligent effort to put it in a form acceptable 
to the Examiner, and accordingly looks forward to receiving the Examiner's Brief. 



Respectfully submitted, . 



Dated: February 13, 2008 J>6tin C. Allen 

leg. No. 59,049 
Todd A. Norton 
Reg. No. 48,636 



GIBBONS P.C. 
1700 Two Logan Square 
18"'& Arch Streets 
Philadelphia, PA. 19103 
Phone: (215) 665-0400 
Fax: (215) 636-0366 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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SELECTED PORTIONS OF APPEAL BRIEF FOR AMENDMENT 



VI. Grounds Of Rejection To Be Reviewed On Appeal; 

GROUND I 

Whether claims 1, 5-6,16-17, 20-21, 23-24, 34-36, 39, 41-42, 44 and 46-49 are 
unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Gudjonsson (U.S. Patent No. 
6,564,261). 

GROUND 2 

Whether claims 7-10, 13-15, 22, 25-28, 31-33, 40, 45, 52, 54-68, 70-83 and 88-93 are 
unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gudjonsson in view of Salesky (U.S. Patent No. 
6,343,313). 

GROUND 3 

Whether claims 2-4, 18-19, 37-38 and 50-51 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
over Gudjonsson in view of Slavin (U.S. Patent No. 6,675,193). 

GROUND 4 

Whether claims 11-12, 29-30, 43, 53, 69 and 84 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
over Gudjonsson in view of Salesky and in further view of Danneels (U.S. Patent No. 
5,524,110). 

VII. Argument: 
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GROUND 1 

Whether claims 7, 5-6,1 6-1 7, 20-21, 23-24, 34-36, 39, 41-42, 44 
and 46-49 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gudjonsson (U.S. Patent No. 6,564,261). 



GROUND 2 

Whether claims 7-10, 13-15, 22, 25-28, 31-33, 40, 45, 52, 54-68, 
70-83 and 88-93 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over 
Gudjonsson in view of Salesky (U.S. Patent No. 6,343,313). 



GROUND 3 

Whether claims 2-4, 18-19, 37-38 and 50-51 are unpatentable 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gudjonsson in view of Slavin (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,675,193). 



GROUND 4 

Whether claims 11-12, 29-30, 43, 53, 69 and 84 are unpatentable 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gudjonsson in view of Salesky and 
in further view ofDanneels (U.S. Patent No. 5,524,110). 
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VIIL CLAIM APPENDIX 

1 . A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session, comprising the steps of instantiating a first instant 
messaging client on a first network access device, said first network access device being remote 
from a hosted application server, said first network access device participating in a hosted 
network application; 

establishing a communications path fi-om the first network access device to a second 
network access device, said second network access device running a second instant messaging 
cHent, said second instant messaging client being communicably connected to said first instant 
messaging cHent via a network, said communications path for communicating information using 
an instant messaging protocol between the first and second network access devices; and 

using an instant messaging protocol to communicate hosted application information to 
the second network access device, said information comprising parameters for sharing the hosted 
application session being participated in by the first network access device. 

2. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 1 , wherein said hosted application 
information comprises port information for accessing a hosted application session to be shared. 

3. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 1, wherein said hosted application 
information comprises protocol information for accessing a hosted application session to be 
shared 
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4. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 1 , wherein said hosted application 
information cornprises access authorization information for accessing a hosted application 
session to be shared. 

5. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 1, wherein said hosted application 
information is masked to prevent said information from being readily discernible by a user of the 
first or second network access device. 

6. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session comprising the steps of instantiating a first instant 
messaging client on a first network access device, said first network access device being remote 
from a hosted application server, said first network access device participating in a hosted 
network application; 

establishing a communications path from the fast network access device to a second 
network access device, said second network access device running a second instant messaging 
client, said second instant messaging client being communicably connected to said first instant 
messaging client via a network; and 

receiving a request to issue an invitation from the first network access device to the 
second network access device, said invitation inviting a user of the second network access device 



7 



#1268804 vl 
099998-00014 



to participate in a shared hosted application session through the second network access device, 
said invitation comprising parameters for sharing the hosted application session. 

7. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 6, further comprising the step 
of determining whether a hosted application is shareable before issuing an invitation to the 
second network access device. 

8. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 7, wherein the step of 
determining whether a hosted application session is shareable comprises determining whether the 
hosted application server is capable of supporting a shared hosted application session. 

9. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 6, further comprising the step 
of determining whether the second network access device is capable of participating in a shared 
hosted application session before allowing an invitation to be communicated to the second 
network access device. 

1 0. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 9, wherein the step of 
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determining whether the second network access device is capable of participating in a shared 
hosted application session comprises determining whether the second network access device has 
compatible hosted application sharing software installed. 

11. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 9, wherein the step of 
determining whether the second network access device is capable of participating in a shared 
hosted application session comprises determining whether the second network access device is 
able to access the hosted application server in accordance with hosted application information 
communicated to the second network access device. 

12. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 11, wherein the step of 
determining whether the second network access device is able to access the hosted application 
server comprises instantiating a server access attempt from the second network access device to 
the hosted application server to determine whether the second network access device is capable 
of communicating with a port on a hosted application server in accordance with the hosted 
application information. 

13. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 6, fiirther comprising the step 
of determining whether a network access device should be invited to share a hosted application 
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session, said determination being dependant upon the performance capability of the network 
access device. 

14. A method for communicating hosted appUcation information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 13, wherein the determination 
is dependant upon a graphical display resolution of the network access device. 

15. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 13, wherein the determination 
is dependant upon the bandwidth of the network connection between the network access device 
and the hosted application server. 

16. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 6, further comprising the step of 
communicating hosted network application information to the second network access device, 
wherein said hosted network application information is masked to prevent said information from 
being readily discernible by a user of the second network access device. 

1 7. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 16, wherein said hosted application 
information is encrypted while being communicated to the second network access device. 
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18. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 16, wherein said hosted application 
information comprises access authorization information. 

19. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 1 8, wherein said access authorization 
information is unique to a hosted application sharing session. 

20. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 16, wherein said hosted application 
information is conmiunicated to said second network access device via said first network access 
device, and further wherein said hosted application information is masked to prevent said 
information from being readily discernible by a user of the first network access device. 

21. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 6, wherein said hosted application 
information comprises role information for defining a participants authority to interact with a 
shared hosted application. 
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22. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 21, wherein said role information may 
be used to alternate control of a shared hosted application session between a first network access 
device and a second network access device. 

23. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 21, wherein a user is associated with a 
network access device, said user having an identity, and wherein said role information is 
dependant on the identity of the user. 

24. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session comprising the steps of: 

instantiating a first instant messaging client on a first network access device, said first 
network access device being remote fi-om a hosted application server, said first network access 
device participating in a hosted network application; 

establishing a communications path from a second network access device to the first 
network access device, said second network access device having a second network connection, 
said network connection having a band width, said second network access device further running 
a second instant messaging client, said second instant messaging client being communicably 
connected to said first instant messaging client via the network connection, said communications 
path for communicating hosted application information using an instant messaging protocol 
between the first and second network access devices; and 
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receiving at the first network access device a request from the second network access 
device, said request requesting communication of hosted network application information to the 
second network access device to allow the second network access device to participate in a 
shared hosted application session. 

25. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 24, further comprising the 
step of determining whether a hosted application can be shared before communicating hosted 
application information to the second network access device. 

26. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 25, wherein the step of 
determining whether a hosted application session can be shared comprises determining whether 
the hosted application server is capable of supporting a shared hosted application session. 

27. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 25, further comprising the 
step of determining whether the second network access device is capable of participating in a 
shared hosted application session before communicating hosted application information to the 
second network access device. , 
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28. A method for communicating hosted application infomiation to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 27, wherein the step of 
determining whether the second network access device is capable of participating in a shared 
hosted application session before communicating hosted application information to the second 
network access device comprises determining whether the second network access device has 
compatible hosted application sharing software installed. 

29. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 27, wherein the step of 
determining whether the second network access device is capable of participating in a shared 
hosted application session before communicating hosted application information to the second 
network access device comprises determining whether the second network access device is able 
to access the hosted application server in accordance with hosted application information 
communicated to the second network access device. 

30. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 29, wherein the step of 
determining whether the second network access device is able to access the hosted application 
server comprises instantiating a server access attempt from the second network access device to 
the hosted application server to determine whether the second network access device is capable 
of communicating with a port on a hosted application server in accordance with the hosted 
application information. 
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31. A method for communicating hosted application inforaiation to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 24, further comprising the 
step of determining whether hosted application information should be communicated to the 
second network access device in response to a request, said determination being dependant upon 
the performance capability of the second network access device. 

32. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 3 1 , wherein the determination 
is dependant upon the graphical display resolution of the network access device. 

33. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted network application session according to claim 3 1 , wherein the determination 
is dependant upon the bandwidth of the second network connection. 

34. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 24, further comprising the step of 
communicating hosted application information to the second network access device, wherein 
said hosted application information is masked to prevent said information from being readily 
discernible by a user of the second network access device. 
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35. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 34, wherein said hosted network 
application information is encrypted while being communicated to the second network access 
device. 

36. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 34, wherein said hosted application 
information is communicated to said second network access device via said first network access 
device, and further wherein said hosted application information is masked to prevent said 
information from being readily discernible by a user of the first network access device. 

37. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 34, wherein said hosted application 
information comprises access authorization information. 

38. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 37, wherein said access authorization 
information is unique to a hosted application sharing session. 

39. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 24, wherein said hosted application 
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information comprises role information, said role information defining the authority of a network 
access device to interact with a shared hosted application. 

40. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 39, wherein said role information is 
used to alternate control of a shared hosted application session between a first network access 
device and a second network access device. 

41 . A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 39, wherein a user is associated with a 
network access device, said user having an identity, and wherein said role information is 
dependant on the identity of the user. 

42. A method for providing assistance for a hosted application to an accessor 
of the hosted application from a support network access device, comprising the steps of: 

instantiating an instant messaging client on a network aces device being used by the 
accessor; instantiating an instant messaging client on a support network access device; receiving 
a support request from the accessor network access device, said accessor network access device 
accessing a hosted application from a remote location, said request being a request for assistance 
for an on going hosted application session; 

communicating to the support network access device hosted application information 
using an instant messaging protocol, said hosted application information comprising information 
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for allowing the support network access device to share the on going hosted application session; 
and 

instantiating an access to the on going hosted application session on the support network 
access device, said access causing the hosted application session to become shared with the 
support network access device. 

43. A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 42, wherein the hosted application information comprises port identification 
information, said port identification information comprising identification of at least one port on 
a hosted application server, said hosted application server hosting the on going hosted 
application session. 

44. A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 42, wherein the hosted application information comprises role information, 
said role information defining the authority of a network access device to interact with a shared 
hosted application. 

45. A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 44, wherein said role information may be used to alternate control of a shared 
hosted application session between said accessor network access device and said support 
network access device. 
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46. A method for providing accessor assistance according to claim 44, 
wherein an accessor is associated with the accessor network access device, said accessor having 
an identity, and wherein said role information is dependant on the identity of the accessor. 

47. A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 42, wherein said hosted application information is masked to prevent said 
information from being readily discernible by a user of the support network access device. 

48. A method for providing customer assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 42, wherein said hosted application information is masked to prevent said 
information from being readily discernible by a user of the accessing network access device. 

49. A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 42, wherein said hosted network application information is encrypted while 
being communicated to the support network access device. 

50. A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 42, wherein said hosted application information comprises access 
authorization information. 
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51, A method for providing accessor assistance for a hosted application 
according to claim 50, wherein said access authorization information is unique to the support 
request. 

52. A method for providing a hosted application training session, said training 
session including shared access to a hosted application session between at least one trainer and at 
least one trainee, said method comprising the steps of: 

instantiating a hosted application session from a trainees network access device, said 
hosted application session hosted by a remote hosted application server, said trainees network 
access device being connected to a communications network, said remote hosted application 
server also being connected to the network; 

instantiating an instant messaging client on the at least one trainees network access 

device; 

instantiating an instant messaging cHent on at least one trainees network access device, 
said network access device having a trainee's connection to the communications network, said 
trainee's network connection having a bandwidth; 

communicating to the at least one trainee's network access device a capability 
verification request; 

determining whether said at least one trainee's network access device is capable of 
participating in a shared hosted application training session; and 

when it is determined that said at least one trainee's network access device is capable of 
participating in a shared hosted application session, conununicating to the at least one trainee's 
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network access device hosted application information, said hosted application information 
comprising information allowing the at least one trainee's network access device to share a 
hosted application training session. 

53. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein said capability verification request 
comprises application server port information, and wherein said determination of whether said at 
least one trainee's network access device is capable of participating in a shared hosted 
application training session comprises determining whether the at least one trainee's network 
access device is capable of communicating with the hosted application server via the application 
server port information. 

54. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein performance capabilities of a 
trainee's network access device affect performance of a shared application training session, said 
effect being quantifiable as an amount, wherein said determination of whether said at least one 
trainee's network access device is capable of participating in a shared hosted application training 
session is dependant on the amount that said at least one trainee's network access device will 
restrict performance of the shared hosted application session. 

55. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 54, wherein performance capabilities of a 
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trainee's network access device affect performance of a shared application training session, said 
effect being quantifiable as an amount, wherein the amount that said at least one trainee's 
network access device will restrict performance of the shared hosted application session I 
dependant on the bandwidth of the at least one trainee's network connection. 

56. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 54, wherein performance capabilities of a 
trainee's network access device affect performance of a shared application training session, said 
effect being quantifiable as an amount, wherein the amount that said at least one trainee's 
network access device will restrict performance of the shared hosted application session is 
dependant on an ability of the trainee's network access device to display information associated 
with the hosted application session. 

57. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein said determination of whether said at 
least one trainee's network access device is capable of participating in a shared hosted 
application training session comprises determining whether the at least one trainee's network 
access device has adequate software installed to allow said at least one trainees network access 
device to share a hosted application session. 

58. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein the step of communicating to said at 
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least one trainee's network access device a capability verification request occurs in response to a 
request from the at least one trainees network access device to participate in a shared hosted 
application training session. 

59. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein the step of communicating to said at 
least one trainees network access device a capability verification request occurs in response to a 
request from the at least one trainees network access device to invite a user to participate in a 
shared hosted application training session. 

60. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein the step of communicating to said at 
least one trainee's network access device a capability verification request further comprises 
masking the capability verification request such that it is not readily discernible to a user of said 
at least one trainee's network access device. 

61 . A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein the step of communicating to said at 
least one trainee's network access device a capability verification request further comprises the 
step of encrypting the capability verification request prior to conununicating the capability 
verification request to said at least one trainee's network access device. 
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62. A method for providing hosted appHcation information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein the step of communicating to said at 
least one trainee's network access device hosted application information further comprises 
masking the hosted application information such that it is not readily discernible to a user of said 
at least one trainee's network access device. 

63. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein the step of communicating to said at 
least one trainee's network access device hosted application information further comprises the 
step of encrypting the hosted application information prior to communicating the capability 
verification request to said at least one trainee's network access device. 

64. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 52, wherein said hosted application information 
for allowing said at least one trainee's network access device to share a hosted application 
training session further comprises role information, said role information defining authority of a 
network access device to interact with a shared hosted application training session. 

65. A method for providing hosted application information to enable a hosted 
application training session according to claim 64, wherein said role information is used to 
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alternate control of a shared hosted application session between a trainer's network access device 
and a trainee's network access device. 

66. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 64, wherein at least one trainee is 
associated with said at least one trainee's network access device, said at least one trainee having 
an identity, and wherein authority associated with said role information is dependant on the 
identity of the at least one trainee. 

67. A method for communicating hosted application information to allow 
sharing of a hosted application session according to claim 64, wherein at least one trainer is 
associated with said at least one trainer's network access device, said at least one trainer having 
an identity, and wherein authority associated with said role information is dependant on the 
identity of the at least one trainer. 

68. A method for providing a shared hosted application session, wherein said 
session is shared among a plurality of shared hosted application participants; comprising the 
steps of: 

instantiating a hosted application session on a first network access device associated with 
a fast application participant, said hosted application session being hosted by an application 
hosting server, 

instantiating an instant messaging client on said first network access device; 
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using said instant messaging client to establish a communications path to at least a second 
network access device associated with at least a second participant, said second network access 
device having a second cormection to the network, said second network connection having a 
bandwidth; 

communicating to said at least second network access device a capability verification 
request; 

determining whether said second network access device is capable of participating in a 
shared hosted application session; 

when it is determined that said second network access device is capable of participating 
in a shared hosted application session, communicating to the at least second participant via the 
communications path an invitation to share the hosted application session; 

when it is determined that said second network access device is capable of participating 
in a shared hosted application session, determining whether the at least second participant desires 
to participate in a shared hosted application session; 

when it is determined that said second network access device is capable of participating 
in a shared hosted application session and that said at least second participant desires to 
participate in a shared hosted application session, communicating to said second network access 
device hosted application information, said hosted application information for allowing said 
second network access device to share a hosted application session; and 

when it is determined that said second network access device is capable of participating 
in a shared hosted application session and that said at least second participant desires to 
participate in a shared hosted application session, instantiating an access to the shared application 
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session on said at least second network access device in accordance with the communicated 
hosted application information. 

69. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein said capability verification request comprises application server port 
information, and wherein said determination of whether said second network access device is 
capable of participating in a shared hosted application session comprises determining whether 
said second network access device is capable of communicating with the hosted application 
server via the application server port information. 

70. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein performance capabilities of a network access device affect performance of a 
shared application session, said effect being quantifiable as an amount, wherein said 
determination of whether said second network access device is capable of participating in a 
shared hosted application session is dependant on the amount that said second network access 
device will restrict performance of the shared hosted application session. 

71 . A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 70, wherein the amount that said second network access device will restrict performance of 
the shared hosted application session is dependant on the bandwidth of the second network 
connection. 
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72. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 70, wherein the amount that said second network access device will restrict performance of 
the shared hosted application session is dependant on an ability of the second network access 
device to display information associated with the hosted application session, 

73. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein said determination of whether said second network access device is capable of 
participating in a shared hosted application session comprises determining whether said second 
network access device has adequate software installed to allow said second network access 
device to participate in a shared hosted application session. 

74. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein the step of communicating to said second network access device a capability 
verification request further comprises masking the capability verification request such that it is 
not readily discemible to said second participant. 

75. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein the step of communicating to said second network access device a capability 
verification request further comprises the step of encrypting the capability verification request 
prior to communicating the capability verification request to said second network access device. 
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76. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein the step of communicating to said second network access device hosted 
application information further comprises masking the hosted application information such that it 
is not readily discernible to said second participant. 

77. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein the step of communicating to said second network access device hosted 
application information further comprises the step of encrypting the hosted application 
information prior to communicating the hosted application information to said second network 
access device. 

78. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein the step of communicating hosted application information to said second 
network access device further comprises the step of communicating the hosted application to the 
second network access device from the first network access device, the method further 
comprising the step of masking the hosted application information such that it is not readily 
discernible to a user of said first network access device. 

79. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein the step of communicating hosted application information to said second 
network access device further comprises the step of communicating the hosted application to the 
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first network access device before the hosted application information is communicated to the 
second network access device, and wherein the step of conmiunicating hosted application 
information to said first network access device further comprises the step of encrypting the 
hosted application information prior to communicating the hosted application information to said 
first network access device. 

80. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 68, wherein said hosted application information for allowing said second network access 
device to share a hosted application session further comprises role information, said role 
information defining the authority of said second network access device to interact with a shared 
hosted application session. 

81. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 80, wherein said role information is used to altemate control of a shared hosted application 
session between said fist network access device and said second network access device. 

82. A method for providing a shared hosted application session according to 
claim 80, wherein said second participant has an identity, and wherein said role information is 
dependant on said identity. 
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83. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions which, 
when executed by a network access device, implement a process comprising the steps of 

causing an instant messaging service to be instantiated on a first network access device, 
said first network access device having a first network connection to a network; 

causing the instantiated instant messaging service to establish a communications path 
with a remote network access device, said remote network access device having a second 
network connection to a the network; 

receiving at the first network access device a capability verification request; 

determining whether the first network access device meets capability requirements, said 
capability requirements identified in the capability verification request; 

communicating to the remote network access device whether the first network access 
device meets capability requirements; 

when the first network access device meets capability requirements, receiving at the first 
network access device hosted application parameters for sharing a session; and 

when said hosted application information indicates an available hosted application, 
attempting to establish a hosted application session with the available hosted application. 

84. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 83, wherein said capability verification request comprises application server port 
information, and wherein said determination of whether the first network access device meets 
capability requirements comprises determining whether the first network access device is 
capable of communicating with a hosted application server via the application server port 
information. 
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85. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 84, wherein performance capabilities of said first network access device affect 
performance of a shared hosted application session, said affect being quantifiable as an amount, 
and wherein said determination of whether the first network access device meets capability 
requirements is dependant on the amount that said first network access device will restrict 
performance of a shared hosted application session. 

86. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 85, wherein the amount that said first network access device will restrict performance of 
a shared hosted application session is dependant on the bandwidth of the first network 
connection. 

87. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 85, said first network access device having a capability to display information 
associated with a hosted application session, wherein the amount that said first network access 
device will restrict performance of a shared hosted application session is dependant on said 
capability of the first network access device to display information associated with a hosted 
application session. 
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88. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 83, wherein said determination of whether said first network access device is capable of 
participating in a shared hosted application training session comprises determining whether said 
first network access device has adequate software installed to allow said first network access 
device to share a hosted application session. 

89. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 83, said instructions implementing a process fiirther comprising the step of decrypting 
hosted application information when received hosted application information is encrypted. 

90. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 83, said instructions implementing a process further comprising the step of receiving 
role information, said role information identifying the authority of the network access device to 
interact with a shared hosted application session. 

91 . A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 83, said instructions implementing a process fiirther comprising the step of controlling 
interaction between a computer executing the process and a shared hosted application. 
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92. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 91, wherein the step of controlling interaction is dependant on an identity associated 
with a user of the computer executing the process. 

93. A computer readable medium tangibly embodying instructions according 
to claim 91, wherein said hosted application information comprises role information, and the step 
of controlling interaction is dependant on said role information. 
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